EXPLORATIONS IN POETRY. to sister a-go-go, The Masks, to the unconcerned, for no other reason by Henry, Philip N.
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to sis ter a-go-go 
a s  y o u  mov e  
y o u r n a k e d  b o d y 
g ra c e f u l l y  
a c ro s s  t h e  1 i g h t e d  s t a g e 
h ow s t ra n g e 
i t  h a s  p r e s e r v e d  
t h e  g ra n d e u r 
o f  a n  a n c i en t  r i t u a l 
w h i c h s t i r r e d  h e a r t s  
l on g  a go .  
s t ra n ge how 
a s  you d a n c e  
a n d  p r a n ce 
y o u r r h y t hm 
r e c i t e s  a s to ry 
f a m i l i a r  t o  a no t h e r s ho r e 
you r s ha dow 
pa i n t s  i ma g e s  
o f  g o d s  a n d  s p i r i t s 
u n k n own . 
w i g g l e 
swea t 
swa y / b e n d  
1 i ke a pa l m  b r a n c h  
c a p t i v a t e d  b y  t h e  w i n d 
b u t  t h e re i s  n o  g l o ry 
i n  y o u r  e n c h a n t i n g s t o ry 
o n l y  compu l s i o n 
t o  s u rv i v e 
i n  a me r c i l e s s  wo r l d  
c re a t i n g 
b ew i l d e r e d  g l a n c e s  
a n d s ex p ha n t a s i e s 
i n  a n  a u d i e n c e 
w h i c h s hows a p p r e c i a t i o n 
b y  t o s s i n g pe n n i es 
a bo u t y o u r s a c r e d  f ee t . 
Poetry by Phi lip N .  Hen�y 
The Mas ks 
Wha t co l o r  a re peop l e  
beh i nd t he ma s k s ,  
co u l d t h ey b e  co l o r l e s s , 
o r  a re t he y  ma s k  on  t h rou g h ?  
Ma s k s  come i n  ma n y  co l o r s -
red , b l a c k , wh i t e ,  y e l l ow ,  a n d  b l e n d ed , 
I won d e r  i f  peop l e  d o  too . 
Cou l d  t h e  h uma n s p i r i t 
wea r  t h e  co l o r o f  a ma s k ,  
o r  i s  i t  co l o r l e s s  
1 i ke t he w i n d ,  
fo r t h e  w i n d i s  f re e ?  
Ma n y  peop l e  u s e  ma s k s 
to h i d e t he i r n a ked n e s s 
wh i l e b re ed i n g f a l s e  i d e n t i t i e s 
a n d  d ec e i t f u l d i v i s i on s  i n  ma n k i n d .  
Wh a t  s ha me . 
W i t hou t ma s k s  peop l e  cou l d  b e  t h e  s a me , 
fo r t ho s e  e n s l a ve d  b y  ma s k s 
have become c o l o r s  
ra the r t h a n  h uma n b e i n g s . 
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to the unconcerned 
the  b i t t e r  co l d  
s i n ks i t s t ee t h  
i n to d ry n a ked s k i n  
s ha t te red ne rves  s c r e a m  
a me s s a ge f rom w i t h i n  
a d e s e r ted s toma c h  
f i n d s  s t ren g t h  to u t t e r 
a n  i g no red s q u ea l 
gone i s  the  f i l l  
of yes te rday ' s  mea l 
i d ea s fo r mon ey s u r fa c e  
f rom a n  ocea n o f  d reams 
s to l en f rom com i c  books  
and  te l ev i s i on s c e n e s  
a ba by c r i es 
a d i s g u s t ed w i fe moa n s  
a knock a t  the  doo r 
ca r r i e s a b i l l  co l l ec to r s  tone 
ou t the b a c k  doo r 
1 i ke a runawa y s l a ve 
to the s a n c t i t y o f  a poo l ha l l 
fo r a wh i l e he i s  saved 
a robot 
fa s h i oned fo r d e s t r u c t i on 
remo te con t ro l  
soc i e ty ' s  1 i m i t l es s  se d uc t i on 
of i n nocen t b l a c k  sou l s 
Poe try by Phi l ip N .  Henry 
for no o ther reason 
you l oo k  a t  me 
a n d  fo r no  o t he r r ea son  
t ha n  the  co l o r o f  my  s k i n 
you sa y 
ha t e  y o u  
I l ook  a t  you  
a n d  say  
you  don ' t  ha t e  me 
you ha t e  you r s e l f  
fo r n o t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g me 
you l oo k  a t  me 
a n d  beca u s e  
t h e  c i v i l i z a t i on o f  my p eo p l e  
wa s d e s t royed 
by t he u n c i v i l i z ed  na t u re o f  you r s  
a n d  s a y  
n i g ge r 
a n d  i l oo k  
a t  you r s t u p i d i t y 
a n d  s a y  
n i g g e r  i s  n o t  
I n  t he co l o r o f  t h e  s k i n  
o r  a n c e s t ra l  s t r i n g 
i t  i s  a d i s e a s e  
t ha t p l a g u e s  
t h e  w h i t e i g no ra n t  b r a i n . 
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